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A letter urging corporate consideration of the adoption of anti-pollution measures 
has been sent to a number of corporations on behalf of the University of Montana Foundation 
by Thomas J. Collins, the Foundation’s executive director.
The letter follows adoption of a resolution regarding the Foundation’s responsibility 
to the general public as a stockholder in various business enterprises.
The anti-pollution resolution was okayed recently by the UM Foundation's Board of 
of Trustees during the board's winter meeting on the Missoula campus. The resolution 
followed a discussion by the trustees and a number of UM faculty members about the positive 
influences the Foundation might have on private industry in areas affected by pollution 
problems.
In his letter to the corporations, Collins says in part: "IVe recognize that environ­
mental problems are apt to create divisive issues unless there is active cooperation between 
industry, government agencies, professionals and the general public. Therefore, we want to 
encourage you to include anti-pollution measures in your policy development and decision 
making."
Collins cites the value of University programs as evidence that the UM Foundation has 
a continuing interest in maintaining environmental quality.
"Several year ago," Collins writes, "we instituted significant research programs 
relating to wildlife and timber management, water and soil resources, pollution, and other 
matters of environmental concern. In these programs, we have emphasized the need for 
cooperation among state and federal agencies, industry, and individual citizens.
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"A significant portion of the Foundation’s funds has been devoted to these activities 
and individual trustees have generously contributed time and money to them because we have 
become aware of the importance of investing in the 'environmental bank' so that we and 
future generations shall continue to have capital on which to draw."
Focusing on the Center for Natural Resources, Collins says in his letter that the 
CNR was established by the Foundation in 1967 "as an independent entity through which 
government, industry and interested individuals are able to work together in the analyses 
of environmental and resource issues."
"The underlying principle (of the CNR)," Collins says, "is to balance economic develop­
ment and productions with the need for clean air, water, and resource conservation."
Collins offers the assistance of the University and the Foundation to the companies in 
helping to solve environmental problems.
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